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SUB J : FRENCH PRESS INTERVIEW OF PRESIDENT DAOUD 
REF: KABUL 7993 (USINFO DEC 22) 

1. DEC 21 RADIO AFGHANISTAN NEWSCAST CARRIED DARI ACCOUNT 
OF INTERVIEW CONDUCTED IN FRENCH OF PRESIDENT DAOUD BY AFP 
REPORTER. (TEXT SEE REF USINFO MSG). WHILE INTERVIEW COVERED LTTLE 
NEW GROUND, SEVERAL POINTS ARE WORTH NOTING. 

2. THIS INTERVIEW MARKED FIRST TIME AFGHAN LEADER HAS PUBLICLY 
EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT EFFECTS OF WORLD MARKET CONDITIONS ON 
AFGHAN ECONOMY. WHILE GOA REPS IN INTERNATIONAL FORUMS HAVE 
REQUESTED SPECIAL CONSIDERATION OF AFGHANISTAN AS DEPRIVED AREA, 
GOA OFFICIALS IN KABUL HAVE IN PAST SHOWN TENDENCY TO CONSIDER 
AFGHANISTAN SOMEHOW INSULATED FROM THE SHOCKS OF WORLD 
INFLATION AND MARKET CHANGES. INTERVIEW ALSO LISTS, FOR THE 
FIRST TIME, WHICH PROJECTS WILL BE FINANCED WITH IRANIAN AID. 

NO SURPRISES EXCEPT MENTION OF DESHU ROAD (ALONG HELM AND RIVER), 
WHICH IS ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK PROJECT. (APPEARS THEREFORE 
THAT IRANIANS MAY HELP UPGRADE IT, OR EXTEND IT TO IRAN). 
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PICTURE OF AFGHAN WESTERN WATER DEVELOPMENT. (KUWAITS WILL 
ASSIST IN FARAH RIVER SYSTEM, SAUDI ARABIA WILL HELP WITH HARI RIVER 
SYSTEM NEAR HERAT). (SEE KABUL 7966) 

3. RELATIONS WITH PAKISTAN. IN RESPONSE TO INEVITABLE QUESTIONS 
ON PASHTUNISTAN, DAOUD REITERATED FAMILIAR THEME OF GOA 
DESIRE FOR PEACE IN THE REGION AND READINESS FOR TALKS PROVIDING 
THERE ARE NO PRECONDITIONS. HE ALSO ASSERTED THAT GOA AIM IS 
"SELF-DETERMINATION FOR PASHTUNS AND BALUCHS". WHILE THIS IS 
STANDARD FORMULATION OF DAOUD HIMSELF, IT HAS NOT BEEN VOICED 
PUBLICLY BY ANY HIGH GOA OFFICIAL IN RECENT MONTHS. 

INSTEAD A CALL FOR GOP TO "RETURN TO CONSTUTIONAL GOVERNMENT" 

HAS BEEN SOUNDED - A SOMEWHAT MILDER DEMAND AS IMPLICATION WAS 
THAT REAL REGIONAL AUTONOMY WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE PAKISTAN 
NATION WOULD SATISFY KABUL. 
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